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This talk - fact or opinion 

1. I look great in this top  

2. We will talk about thinking skills in 
this session 

3. Developing thinking skills is vital for 
our students 

4. This talk will include Macmillan 
resources 

5. You will be keen to answer/take part 

6. You’ll think my talk is brilliant 
 

 



 

What skills will he  
need at:  

20 
40 
60 
70 
 

What skills are 
 transferable?   

What jobs will he do in the future? 



 

 

 

 

Screen shot you tube 

                         
                                                                                                                                                                                
www.efexploreamerica.com 

What are these trends? 
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In 2014  

if you typed in  

Life Skills in education 

you got 77 M responses 

Today it’s 
201 Million 

Did you know…? 



Remember this… 
WHO thinks life skills are important? 



“abilities for adaptive and 
positive behaviour that 
enable individuals to deal 
effectively with the 
demands and challenges of 
everyday life” (WHO) 

So if life skills are seen as important 
– what are they??? 



Principles for Teaching Thinking… 

1.Switching on the CT Scan 

2.Higher and Lower thinking 

3. Rethinking Thinking 

4.Thinking Skills for ELT 



1. Switching on the CT scan 

(that’s Critical Thinking) 

9 
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What 
questions can 
you ask about 
this photo? 



Ask your students to… 
 
Choose 3 photos that include 
themselves: 
- One that they like 
- One they wish hadn’t been taken 
- One that shows them… 
 (at a hobby, on holiday…) 

Image Bank Activity 



12 

In pairs, show these to your partner 
– you can’t speak… 
 
Partner can you work out… 
1. which photo was chosen for 

which option (like/don’t 
like/specific)  

 
2.  a reason to support that choice 

Image Bank Activity 



Image Bank Activity 

 

Partners can you 

THINK CRITICALLY 
 

As an employer… 
As a parent… 
As the head of your 
school… 
What would those photos 
say to you? 
 
Swap roles… 



2. Higher and Lower Thinking  



Recognise this? B - - - -’s T - - - - - - - 



A) 
1.My parents are from the 
Caribbean 

2.I’m 30 years old 
3.I drive for a living 

 

Who am I? 



1.My parents are from the 
Caribbean 

2.I’m 30 years old 
3.I drive for a living 
 

Who am I? 

A) What job do you think I 
have? 



Who am I? 

B) 
1.I cut tobacco in Kentucky 
2.I sold ladies shoes in a 
Department store 

3.I’m 54 years old 
 

 



Who am I? 

1.I cut tobacco in Kentucky 
2.I sold ladies shoes in a 

Department store 
3.I’m 54 years old 

 
 

B) What job do I have now?  



Who am I? 

C) 
1.I’m 72 years old 
2.I worked as an ice cream 
seller 

3.I have 4 grandchildren 
 



Who am I? 

1.I’m 71 years old 
2.I worked as an ice cream 

seller 
3.I have 4 grandchildren 
 

C) How do you think I’m 
spending my retirement?  



A) Lewis Hamilton 
F1 Motor Racing driver 

B) George Clooney 
Oscar winning actor 

C) Sir Mick Jagger 
Lead singer Rolling Stones 

Answers 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Jagger_live_Italy_2003.JPG


Students see ‘stars’ but do they know 
the whole picture? 
 
1. Ask students to choose 2 or 3 
celebrities. 
  

2. They find out interesting 3 facts 
about them (from their past, 
charity activities..) 
 

3. Share the facts and see if your 
partner can guess who it is 

Brain Barriers activity 



Students see ‘stars’ but do they 
know the whole picture? 
 
Explain or ask the class… 
What is a stereotype? 
How does our upbringing 
influence our thinking? 
Is this a good or a bad thing – 
WHY? 

Brain Barriers activity 



3. Rethinking Thinking 



21st Century Skills 

Ways of thinking 

Creativity, critical thinking, problem-solving, decision-

making and learning 

Ways of working  

Communication and collaboration 

Tools for working 

Information and communications technology (ICT) and 

information literacy 

Skills for living in the world 

Citizenship, life and career, and personal and social 

responsibility 

 



Talk about what is happening 



How self aware are you… 

1. What stereotypes were in the video? 

2. How easy was it for you to believe what you 
initially saw? 

3. What would you have said to the Punk after the 
first section? 

4. Did you expect the punk to meet the man in the 
hat? What did you think the punk was trying to do? 

5. What would you have said to the man in the hat 
after the second section? 

6. What would you say the Punk and/or the man in 
the hat after the third part of the video? 

 

 

 

 



Who is this man? 

Are we 

preparing our 

students to 

think for the 

21st century? 



He says… 

 

Thoughtful educators know that 

their students’ success in the 

21st century depends on 

thinking skills. 
 

Two trends make thinking skills 

one of the most important 

outcomes of schooling. 

 



 

 

The information explosion 

 

Rate of change 

 

So what do we do? 
 

 

 

These trends are… 



Beyond Bloom… 

…We cannot develop just six 

types of thinking and feel we 

have left our students well 

prepared. To prepare our 

students for a full range of 

thinking skills we need to go 

further than Bloom’s taxonomy. 

 

 

 

Rethink thinking 



Thinking skills curriculum: 

Understanding 
Information  

Transforming 
Information 

Generating 
Information 

an information process approach 



Thinking skills curriculum: 

Understanding  

Generating 

Transforming 

Recalling 
Summarising 

Symbolizing 

Shifting 
perspective Categorizing 

Synthesizing 
Brainstorming 

Predicting 

Evaluating 
Questioning 

Analysing Applying 

Inducing 

Deducing Calculating 



What happens when some of the 
information is missing? 

Conference Call 
Skype 
Lack of instructions 
New job, no buddy 
Text in English… 
 



Warm/Wrap up Activity 

Can you name the pet? 



Warm/Wrap up Activity 

Can you name the colour? 



Warm/Wrap up Activity 

Can you name the country? 



Warm/Wrap up Activity 

Can you name the country? 



Warm/Wrap up Activity 

Th*s  c*n  h*lp y**r  
st*d*nts  n*t j*st  f*r   
*x*ms  b*t *n th* 
w*rkpl*c*, t**. 



 

 

Thinking Skills for ELT –  
Gateway 2nd Edition 

Prepares Teen students 
for exams 
 
Grammar shown in 
context 
 
Free Macmillan Readers 
eBook per level 
 
Life skills at the heart of 
each unit 



CEFR levelled activities 

1.What are the 
people’s names? 

2.What is on their 
T-shirts? 

3.Why are they 
wearing the T-
shirts? 

4.Why do you think 
they are standing 
in front of a map?  



Level B1 Unit 3 



Vocabulary activities 



Reading builds on the theme 



Grammar on the page & on video 



Speaking 



The 4 skills and Life Skills work 
together… 



Not just in print… 



Critical Thinking 



Still covering the 4 skills 



And developing skills for their 
future 



And developing skills for their 
future 



And supporting EFL learners 



A1    Preparing a presentation 

B1    Public Speaking 

B1+  Explaining statistics 

B2     Analysing news stories 

B2+  Succeeding in an interview 

Gateway 2nd Ed. Builds Life Skills  



For Adult students 



How do these Life skills work 
through EFL courses? 



For our top selling Adult course we 
have something new… 



A series of supporting 

workshops, aimed at use in 

class, on: 

• Interview Skills 

• Group Discussion 

• Giving Feedback 

• Presenting Skills 

• Influencing and Persuasion 

• Understanding decision-

making styles 

• Team-working skills 

Each has a photocopiable 

worksheet 

Skills for Work – Employability 
Videos 



‘Companies and organizations 

are trying to compete in a world 

of economic and technological 

change that is moving faster 

than ever. They urgently need 

people who are creative, 

innovative and flexible’ 

Sir Ken Robinson 

Professor Emeritus,  

Warwick University, UK 

 

 

Will this prepare students for work 
in the 21st century? 
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How will the 
competition work? 

1 Complete a work 
related task taken 
from Mind 

2 From all the entries 
10 candidates will be 
shortlisted for a 
Skype (or face-to-
face interview) 

3 Winners announced 
Dec ‘16 

1st prize 

2 weeks internship in the London 

office 

3 winners 

Prize includes flights, accommodation 

and an allowance for meals etc. 

‘Skills at Work’ Experience 

‘Runner up Prizes 

(# tbc) 1-2-1 coaching session(s) with 

John Allison 



Higher ratio of success 

More than just ELT lessons 

More positive environment 

No loss of teaching time 

No special equipment or extra costs 

Benefit to PLS/Fee schools 



And for teachers… 

IMAGE CHART 

This chart shows the preferred position 
fro images on a page 

 

A small library of approved imagery is 
available from the Brand Hub on the 
Macmillan Education space in Campus 
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KPIs 
2015: from strength to strength 

TEXT PAGE STANDARD 

This page will manage your text using 
the standard PPT text functions on your 
tool bar. 

 

The minimum size for presentations that 
will be projected to an audience should 
be 18. 

 

The minimum size for slide decks that 
will be read should be 10 

Pageviews  

on the  

www.macmillanenglish.com  

website 
 

Almost 
1.5 million 
 

http://www.macmillanenglish.com/


And country to country 

CHARTS 

Charts can be edited using the right click 
function on your mouse. 

A small palette of additional colours is 
available in the shape fill option on your 
toolbar. 

 



Life Skills Champions 
 

IMAGE CHART 

This chart shows the preferred position 
fro images on a page 

 

A small library of approved imagery is 
available from the Brand Hub on the 
Macmillan Education space in Campus 
digital 

 

  
How long have you been teaching 
life skills?  
“I have been teaching life skills all my 
teaching life (approx. 20 years) but 
have only in the last few years 
discovered the Life Skills resources 
on Macmillan. 
 
Bearing in mind that my English 
language teaching revolves around 
special language projects, then I like 
to use materials that are ‘out of the 
ordinary’ but far closer to ‘home’ in 
the lives of the students.  
 
That’s why life skills are a great 
resource.” 

Nives Torresi 
Teacher in Italy 



Award Winning! 

TEXT PAGE NUMBERED 

This page will manage your text using 
the standard PPT text functions on your 
tool bar. 

 

The minimum size for presentations that 
will be projected to an audience should 
be 18. 

 

The minimum size for slide decks that 
will be read should be 10 



http://www.macmillanenglish.com/life-skills/resources/ 

Find all these wonderful FREE resources at 



1.Evidence supports the development of life 
skills for our students 

2.We talked about thinking skills in this 
session 

3.Gateway 2nd Ed gives teachers a CEFR 
levelled curriculum   

4. Open Mind and Gateway have Life Skills 
as part of their unit structure 

5.Students need to have a broad range of 
skills for future employment 

 

 

This talk - fact or opinion 
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