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Billy Elliot

Melvin Burgess
Three Pre-reading Activities

1. Which profession?

Imagine you are the parent of a young teenage boy w  ho has been talking about
what job he would like to have when he grows up. Im  agine you were one of the
following four people, in your opinion which profes sion do you think would be
most suitable for your son? Complete the table.

A theatre actress from | A businessman A taxi driver A coal miner
a large city
footballer ballet dancer painter studio musician  surgeon
bartender university professor shopkeeper civil engineer

wrestling coach coal miner fisherman
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2. The Main Characters

The two main characters in this novel are Billy EIl iot, an eleven-year old boy
and his father, Jackie, who is a coal miner. Billy  ’'s mother has passed away,
and Billy and his older brother, Tony, live with th eir father and grandmother.
Tony and Jackie worked as coal miners in the local mines, but are currently off
work and not making any money as the miners are on strike. Read what Jackie
says about his son.

What kind of boy is Billy?

What does he like doing?
Why is Jackie worried about him?
What do you imagine Jackie might rather have Billy doing?

What kind of fight is Jackie in?
Is Jackie a good father? How do you know?
Why does he think Billy could never be a coal miner, like himself and Tony?
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Now read what Billy says about dancing.

What does Billy like about dancing?
What doesn’t he like about it?
Make lists below:

Cons

Pros
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3. Communities and Coal Mining

A. Read this definition of community from The Oxford English Dictionary.

Are you a member of a community? In which sense?

In the circle A write names for the communities you belong to. Now work in pairs. In
circle B, write the names of communities your partner belongs to. Are any of them
the same?

What does it mean to you to be part of that group?

What happens when one member of a community wants to be different?
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B. Billy Elliot’s family belongs to a small, close ly-knit community made up of
working-class coal miners from northern England. W hen the miners went on
strike to show Parliament they wanted better workin g conditions, they
depended on each other to cooperate, or do the same thing so that their cause
would be stronger.

Listen to Jackie Elliot, Billy’s father, talking about how important coal mining is to his
community. As you listen, read along with the text. Then say whether the sentences
below are true or false.

(This text extract can be heard in audio. Audio Text 1A is spoken with the local ‘Geordie’
accent’ Audio Text 1B is spoken in more standard English).

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Jackie’s father, Billy’s grandfather, was a coal miner.

People in England used coal as their main source of energy.

Getting coal out of the grounder is easier work than getting oil or gas.
Thatcher is going to open up new factories in Jackie’s town.

It costs too much money for the government to keep the coal mines open.
Jackie thinks that Thatcher is a very caring person.

Jackie has hopes for the future of his community.



