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Milestones in ELT

The British Council was established in 1934, and one of our main 
aims has always been to promote the wider knowledge of the English 
language. Over the last 75 years, we have issued many important 
publications that have set the agenda for ELT professionals, often 
in partnership with other organisations and institutions.

As part of its 75th anniversary celebrations, we are re-launching a 
selection of those publications online. Many of the messages and ideas
are just as relevant today as they were when first published. We believe 
they are also useful historical sources through which colleagues can
see how our profession has developed over the years.

Humanistic approaches: an empirical view

This is a delightful read, which attempts to provide an introduction 
to latest thinking in 1982 on a wide range of humanistic topics. 
These included defining humanistic values in ELT; community language 
learning; computer simulations; ‘suggestopedy’; and the Silent Way. 
The chapters are accessible, with references to the authors’ own 
teaching experiences. There are occasional humorous or waspish 
comments, all of which increase the enjoyment for the reader. 
The volume ends with profiles of the authors.
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