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Work in pairs. Write adjectives that describe the narrator. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work in pairs. Write adjectives that describe the ex-footballer. 
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Write who said these sentences in the story. Compare your answer with a partner.  

1. “Welcome!” (line 16)        _________________ 

2. “I broke your sculpture.” (line 17)      _________________ 

3. “Repairs are my job” (line 18)      _________________ 

4. “What I really need is a tailor’s”, (line 19)     _________________ 

5. “This tear needs repairing.” (line 21)      _________________ 

6. “My parents only bought it yesterday.” (line 25)    _________________ 

7. “I’ve been waiting a long, long time to repair a football shirt.” (line 26)     _________________ 

8. “Are you a striker?” (line 34)        _________________ 

9. “I play for both the street and the school team.” (line 37)   _________________ 

10. “My dad doesn’t see football as a profession.” (line 39)   _________________ 

11. “I feel like a lion with a golden mane running towards the goal.” (line 43) _________________ 

12. “The tear hardly shows now.” (line 47)     _________________ 

13. “Why didn’t you become a football player then?” (line 54)   _________________ 

14.  “Follow your dreams,” (line 57)      ________________ 

15. “Do you understand now?” (line 68)      ________________ 

 

The Ex-Footballer   
While-Reading                      

Activity 2   
Handout A 



3 

 

 

 

Write what the characters are actually thinking! 
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“What do you mean? 

Is this the first time 

you’re going to repair 

a football shirt? 

___________ 
1. 

 

Welcome! ___________ 2. 

 

 

3. 

“I’m sorry… I 

broke your 

sculpture.”  

 

“I’m sorry… I broke 

your sculpture.”  

I’ve been waiting a long, long 

time to repair a football shirt.” 

 4. 

I’ve been waiting 

a long, long time 

to repair a football 

shirt.” 
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Read the lines from the story.  

1. As soon as we had been playing for ten minutes, the shirt sleeve ripped when I 

made a turn. 

2. “It’s OK…I’ve been waiting a long, long time to repair a football shirt.” 

3. “People, who choose a career they really desire, become successful and happy.” 

4. “Follow your dreams,” he said. 

5. Could he really be Orhan, the ex-footballer? 

6. If I told my dad all about this he would probably just say, “You must have dreamed it 

son.” 

Which is the most important line of the story? Write your reason. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Scan the text and write the answers to these questions. Discuss your answers in groups.  

 

 What does the title of the story tell you? 

 

 

 

 Where does the story take place? 

 

 

 

 

 Who are the characters in the story? 

 

 

 

 

 What is the story about? 

 

 

 

 

 What questions do you have about the story? 
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