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The five Rs of 
sustainability
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, and…?

Classroom presentation
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The five Rs

1. Reduce
2. Reuse
3. Recycle



The five Rs
Listen to someone talking about the five Rs.
What are the two extra Rs?
Write the answer in your notebooks.
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1. Reduce
2. Reuse
3. Recycle
4. Repair
5. Refuse
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again        bag        breaks        comic        jar        library        Recycle        Reduce        Refuse        tools

Rs 1 ________ Reuse 2 ________ Repair 3 ________

Meaning Use or buy less of 
something

Use something 
4 ________ 

Give something a 
new use

Mend something 
when it 5 _______

Say ‘no’ to 
something

Example 1 Don’t buy a book. 
Borrow a book from the
6 ________.

Use two sides of a 
piece of paper.

Use an old  7____ to 
keep pencils tidy.

Sew a hole in an old 
sock.

Always carry your 
own 8 _________ 
for shopping.

Example 2 Don’t buy a new toy. 
Swap toys with a friend.

Use an old  
9 ________ to wrap 
a present.

Use bottle tops to 
make a game. 

Use 10________ to 
mend a broken car.

Say no to a plastic 
straw.

Example 3
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again        bag        breaks        comic        jar        library        Recycle        Reduce        Refuse        tools

Rs 1 Reduce Reuse 2 Recycle Repair 3 Refuse

Meaning Use or buy less of 
something

Use something 
4 again

Give something a 
new use

Mend something 
when it 5 breaks

Say ‘no’ to 
something

Example 1 Don’t buy a book. 
Borrow a book from the
6 library

Use two sides of a 
piece of paper.

Use an old  7 jar to 
keep pencils tidy.

Sew a hole in an old 
sock.

Always carry your 
own 8 bag for 
shopping.

Example 2 Don’t buy a new toy. 
Swap toys with a friend.

Use an old  
9 comic to wrap a 
present.

Use bottle tops to 
make a game. 

Use 10 tools to mend 
a broken car.

Say no to a plastic 
straw.

Example 3
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Pledge: a promise to do (or not
to do) something
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My Green Pledge

I’m going to mend an old jumper.

I’m going to borrow books from the library. 

I’m going to carry my own water bottle.

I’m going to say no to plastic bags.

I’m going to reuse paper for shopping lists.
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