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Heads up…. 
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Writing can be just as 
communicative as speaking 





We don't just 'read' and 'write‘: 
we always read and write 
something for a particular 
purpose, in a particular way, in 
a particular time and place.’ 
 
David Barton   
 
 
                                                                                                                                 http://www.nrdc.org.uk/content.asp?
CategoryID=1027 

 



‘real’ writing    display writing 



What kind of writing do your 
students need to do outside the 
classroom? 





bookr 

http://www.pimpampum.net/bookr/ 



bookr 

http://www.pimpampum.net/bookr/ 









                                

Collaborating 

�  Forcing the negotiation 
of meaning 

�  Scaffolding: Vygotsky’s 
ZPD  

�  Lowering anxiety and 
fostering confidence 
(Johnson & Johnson 
1998) 



Texts produced by pairs were 
shorter than those produced 
individually, but better  ‘in 
terms of task fulfilment, 
grammatical accuracy and 
complexity.’  

Storch, N, Collaborative writing: Product, process, and students’ reflections  Journal of Second 
Language Writing (2005) 



Jigsaw  writing 

Jigsaw writing 



A 

B 



http://bwcdigital.wordpress.com/tag/humor/page/2/ 



Circle  
writing 
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Questions and answers 
            Tai Chi 
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Soundtracks 



Visuals 

ww.eltpics.com 



Blaru, France, 2011 



Nacozari De Garcia – Montezuma, 
Sonora, Mexico 



Rv888, Norway, 2010 



214 9th Ave, New York, United States 



          Realia 







In classes which made least 
progress….. 

•  There was a lot of de-contextualised 
writing activity. 

•  There was a lot of time spent on activities 
at word and sentence level. 

•  Individual learners’ needs were met 
through individual tasks and worksheets. 

•  Limited time was given to the setting up of 
writing tasks. 

NRDC Teaching and learning writing: a review of research 
and practice- Kelly et al 2004 



“He who is 
best 
prepared 
can best 
serve his 
moment of 
inspiration.”  
 
 
 
 
Samuel 
Taylor 
Coleridge 



Language 



Navigate B2 
OUP  2016 



The Telegraph http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/earth/environment/climatechange/12017510/Global-
warming-to-make-2015-hottest-on-record.html 



The Telegraph http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/earth/environment/climatechange/12017510/Global-
warming-to-make-2015-hottest-on-record.html 



Structure 
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A festival 
in your 
country 

Dress 

Reasons for 
the festival 

Time of 
year 

What people 
do at the 
festival 

Music 

Food 





1.  Reasons for the 
festival 

2.  Time of year 
3.  What people do 

at the festival 
4.  Dress 
5.  Music 
6.  Food 

 



Story consequences 

https://colorsofteaching.wordpress.com/2014/11/10/writing-
game-story-consequences/ 



1.  There once was a… who lived in a… 
2.  He/she was very happy, but he/she had 

one problem:… 
3.  One day, he/she met a… on the way to… 
4.  He said,… 
5.  She said,… 
6.  So they decided to solve the problem 

together. What they did was… 
7.  Next they… 
8.  Then they… 
9.  At last, the problem was solved. 

From Storybuilding, Jane Spiro, OUP 





“Often a student will repeat the same 
mistake over and over again, even after 
being corrected many times… the teacher 
should conclude that correction simply is 
not effective.” (Truscott 1996, p.341)  

Truscott, John. (1996). The case against grammar correction in L2  
        writing classes. Language Learning, 46:2, 327-369. 



Is the 
content 
interesting 
and/or 
appropriate 
to the task? 
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Is there a clear sense of audience and is 
this reflected in the language chosen? 



Are the ideas well organised? Is 
there a sense of ‘flow’? 
 

Photo Credit: <a href="http://www.flickr.com/photos/
99771506@N00/4137841698/">paul bica</a> via <a href="http://
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Does the writer use paragraphs and connectives 
well to help get their message across? 
 



Does the 
writer use a 
good range of 
vocabulary in 
an appropriate 
and flexible 
way? 
 



Can the writer structure sentences 
accurately, and with variety and flexibility? 



Is spelling and punctuation accurate, 
adding to clarity? 

 



 
Responding to writing, not 
(just) error correction. 





Alternatives 
� Conferencing 
� Comments function 
� Reformulating 
� Narrowing your focus 



 
 




