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@@ COUNCIL Student worksheets

Level: A2
Task 1 — Quiz about letter writing in the First World War
Work with a partner and guess the answers to these multiple choice questions.
1. During the First World War, how long did letters normally take to get from London to the British
soldiers in France?
a. 2to 4 days
b. 2 to 4 weeks
c. 2 to 4 months
2. In the middle of the War, how many letters did British soldiers read every week?
a. 11 thousand
b. 1 million
¢. 11 million
3. What did people at home never send to the soldiers in France?
a. bananas
b. warm socks
c. cans of fizzy drinks
4. How often did someone else check a soldier’s letter home?
a. always
b. sometimes
C. never
5. When they wrote home, soldiers could not write about
a. religion
b. love
c. information useful to the enemy
6. When a soldier wrote home, he was not allowed to write
a. his name
b. his address
c. the date
7. When a soldier wrote home, he was not allowed to
a. worry or upset his family.

b. make jokes.
c. ask about the weather.
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Task 2 — Life in a trench

The photograph shows a German soldier cleaning his feet in
a trench. His socks are hanging up to dry. During the First

World War, soldiers dug trenches to live and sleep in.

Which adjectives do you think describe life in a trench?

quiet noisy safe

dry comfortable uncomfortable
dirty clean dangerous
safe crowded empty

How easy would it be to write a letter in a trench?

Task 3 — ‘Dear Albert': present tense grammar practice

Read the letter from a soldier called Tom to his brother Albert. Do you think that Tom’s life is hard?

Decr Alberd,

Z frope yout re wel/. Are you worfing fard a School? I fine. Liing in @ drencts /s
dSFrc sty et T or maaking FFiends. TE5 very noiSy fere. We don? Sleep suicts & ma/i
We ke up early every s1ormng. e SreckFast we g necw Trenctres. AfZer Jancss e
repair e road. Kght now we re faing a reSt. Some of the Soldiers are plasing Football.
Z o 1ot playing foday. I #eel oo tired. Otter soldiers are Smofing, or cleamng &erir
Boots. My FHiend Sandy /s mending s, jacket.

Frons your Srotter 7onr

Grammar
In his letter Tom uses two present tenses:

Present Simple to describe a routine, fact or feeling. We sleep very little at night.
Present Continuous to describe an activity happening now. Right now we’re having a rest.

Read the letter again and find two sentences using present simple and two using present continuous.
Write them here.

Present simple Present Continuous
Example: We wake up early every morning. Are you working hard at school?
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Task 4 — Missing words To censor: to change or delete something

Here is another letter from Tom. Tom’s officer read it and decided that some words might upset Tom’s
family, so he crossed them out. Work with a partner and decide where the missing verbs go.

,Ded/‘ 4/58/‘2"

Thank o For your letter. Just fo let you fnow I arr well. Yowever dhere /Sh 7
eno&/jﬁ Food fere. Every day e - A&//er}/. Aso, here s a /ot of Snow row.

Oty boot's _ our feel. Cvery n{jﬁz‘ our waler - and coe
a7/ ‘Z( a//,/‘,?/‘é 1z 50»78 50/0422/\5 _ oF Co/a’. /(/e d// - ﬁome.

One of the so/diers /s very yoLng. »\V/jﬁz‘ row fe - £or s Farnly. Alease can
you asf ~other Zo sSend sre Sorre srore Socks.

Love Florr 70'»1

Missing words: is crying, don’t protect, feel, are dying, miss, freezes

Task 5 — Censoring a letter

Now join with another pair to make a group of four. This time it is your turn to censor a letter, but you
have to work as a group and you can only cross out five words. What will you choose? When you

have all agreed, tell the rest of the class about your decision.

My decr Srotter Alberd,

7he socks Have arrived and are lovely and cwarm. Alease hank sotther. AC Ehe rroment
we are /m/a///yﬁ a A'j Crencss 10 rrles Sowth of Yrres. Ae fave Lo Fimsh Che Lrencs
and Lhen aldack e enerys next' sontt. Hle are cating #or B Copmpany fo come and
frefp ws. Trhey wrl/ arrive on is Novesber. Sow are you? Alease Send news. A/so please
Send Some Food, as the Food fere /5 Lerrible and we ST dont fhave encuglh Zo eat
We are &/ £eeling Tired and ceaf.

4// Z4e /:552"
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