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Give racism the red card

Topic

Racism in football

Aims

To raise awareness of the topic of racism in football

To develop vocabulary skills

To develop reading skills

To practise speaking and giving opinions in a discussion

Age group and level

Secondary learners and adults at B1+

Time

60-90 minutes

Materials

Give racism the red card student worksheet

Introduction

campaigns in different contexts.

In this lesson, learners will read about and discuss the topic of racism in football. They will review
vocabulary from an article about racism in football, read the article and match headings to paragraphs,
and then discuss some of the ideas in the article and come up with their own suggestions for anti-racism

Procedure

racism the red card' means?

feedback.

1. Lead-in (5-10 e Show learners the image from the website. Ask them what they think is
minutes) happening. When do footballers get red cards? What do they think 'Give

e Put students into pairs/small groups and ask them to discuss the questions on
the worksheet. Give them 5 minutes to discuss the questions, and then ask for
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Vocabulary (10
minutes)

Tell learners they are going to read an article that includes the vocabulary
from the worksheet. Ask them to match the vocabulary items with the
definitions below. This can be done in pairs. Check answers and
pronunciation.

Answers: 1.f,2.b,3.a,4.d,5.9,6.¢e,7.C

Before reading:
Discussion (10

Learners can work in the same groups or change partners for the discussion
activity. Encourage them to expand on and give reasons for their opinions.

minutes) _
Get feedback and write up any good use of language or errors that you would
like to highlight on the board.
Reading (10 Learners work individually to read the text and match the paragraph headings.
minutes) Ask them to underline anything they don't understand in the text at this point.

Check answers: 1. c Part of the game, 2. e Speaking up against abuse, 3. b
Punishment against racism, 4. d Anti-racist campaigns, 5. a Not just men

Ask learners if they are surprised by anything in the text and if they think the
same problems exist in their own country.

You could show this short video clip of Vinicius Junior, a Brazilian player,
talking about racial abuse he faced while playing for Real Madrid. Ask the
learners which adjectives they can use to describe how he feels.
https://www.theguardian.com/football/video/2024/mar/25/i-have-to-keep-
fighting-vinicius-junior-breaks-down-in-tears-discussing-racism-video

After reading:
Group
discussion (15
minutes)

Now put learners into groups of three or four. Tell them they are going to
discuss some questions related to the text and the topic. Set a time limit (7—10
minutes). Ask learners to take notes, and encourage each group to think of at
least three or four ideas for each question and to justify their answers. They
should be ready to share their ideas with another group at the end of the task.
Monitor and help with ideas and language where necessary.

Regroup learners into new groups so that there is a representative from each
discussion. An easy way to do this is to give each member of the group a
letter (A, B, C, D) and then ask all the As to form a group, Bs another group,
etc. Ask learners to explain the ideas from their discussion to their new group.

At the end, ask for feedback from each discussion.

6. Follow-up:

Anti-racism

As an optional follow-up, ask learners to choose one of the contexts from the
worksheet (or another idea if they have one). They can work together or
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campaign (30— individually for homework to come up with an anti-racism campaign for that
40 minutes) context. They should design a logo and a slogan and make a poster to
present to the class in the next lesson. Their campaign should include some
ideas for actions like the ones they discussed in class. Learners could vote for
the best campaign.

e Posters could be done on paper, as a PowerPoint presentation or using a tool
like Canva or similar.
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