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Hamlet talks about various things that make life difficult. For example, he mentions ‘the 

oppressor’s wrong’. Can you give a modern example of this? 

Can you match these to the following examples with Hamlet’s descriptions? 

Example Hamlet’s description 

A - Your arrogant friend never treats you with 

respect 

1. The whips and scorns of time 

B - You feel old 2. The proud man's contumely 

C - The flowers you send to someone you like 

are returned 
3. The pangs of despised love 

 

D - Your legal case takes years to be decided 4. The spurns that patient merit of the 

unworthy takes 

E - You are always nice to someone who 

treats you badly 

5. The insolence of office 

F - Your boss is rude to you all the time 
6. The law's delay 

 

Have you experienced any of these problems? Can you add some more examples? 


