@@ BRITISH
@@® COUNCIL

From imagination to innovation:
Storyline-based virtual city creation
for 21st-century skill advancement

Webinar handout

by Nenad Miladinovic

Introduction

The "Accessville - Online Storyline Project” is a unique educational endeavour that has brought
together students from various regions of Serbia, supported by Access Microscholarship Program
in collaboration with the U.S. Department of State, RELO Belgrade, and the U.S. Embassy in
Belgrade. This innovative project aimed to harness the power of the Storyline approach to create
a virtual city where students could explore, learn, and express themselves collaboratively. The
overarching goals were to foster individual growth, enhance language proficiency, and cultivate
skills that extend beyond the traditional classroom.

The storyline approach in a virtual environment

Central to this project was the implementation of the Storyline approach, which transformed the
classroom into a dynamic, fictive world. Students were organized into small groups, each taking
on the role of characters within the narrative. Accessville, the virtual city, served as the backdrop
for a series of interconnected stories and tasks that integrated practical and theoretical curriculum
content. This virtual environment allowed students to immerse themselves in the narrative,
bringing a sense of authenticity to their learning experiences.

Exploring four key themes

The "Accessville - Community Building Online Storyline Project” revolved around four central
themes: Identity and Self-Expression, Environmental Issues, and Entrepreneurship. These
themes were carefully chosen to address critical aspects of personal, academic, and social
development.

o Identity and Self-Expression: Students embarked on a journey of self-discovery, creating
imaginary family profiles and characters within the context of Accessville. This exercise
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encouraged them to explore their personal attributes and communicate their uniqueness
effectively.

Community Building: Accessville was more than a setting; it was a community where
students collaborated, discussed, and made collective decisions. This aspect of the project
promoted civic engagement, leadership skills, and an understanding of the importance of a
supportive community.

Environmental Issues: The project heightened students' awareness of environmental
challenges and solutions. They tackled issues like waste management, recycling, and the
importance of trees in urban areas. Students expressed their ideas through artistic creations,
emphasizing the importance of sustainable practices.

Entrepreneurship: Through entrepreneurial activities, students gained insight into business
concepts and developed skills related to problem-solving, creativity, and effective
communication. They crafted imaginary businesses within Accessville, fostering an
entrepreneurial mindset.

Positive changes for students

Upon completing the "Accessville - Online Storyline Project,” students could anticipate a multitude
of positive changes in their personal, academic, and social lives. Some of the notable
transformations included:

Enhanced Language Proficiency: Through constant interaction in English, students
significantly improved their language skills.

Cultural Sensitivity and Open-Mindedness: The project exposed students to diverse
perspectives, enhancing cultural sensitivity and open-mindedness.

Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving Skills: The storyline tasks required students to think
critically and solve complex problems collaboratively.

Confident Collaboration: Students developed the ability to work confidently in teams and
communicate effectively.

Media Literacy and Digital Competence: In the digital realm of Accessville, students honed
their media literacy and digital skills.

Civic Engagement and Leadership: Through community-building activities, students
learned about civic engagement and leadership.

Creative Expression and Self-Confidence: The project encouraged creative expression,
fostering self-confidence.

Entrepreneurial Mindset: Students gained insights into entrepreneurship and business
acumen.

Effective Presentation and Communication: Regular presentations and discussions
improved presentation and communication skills.

Global Citizenship and Social Awareness: Students developed a broader perspective on
global issues and social awareness.

Personal and Social Growth: Overall, the project contributed to personal and social growth,
nurturing well-rounded individuals.

Benefits for teachers

Beyond the students, this project offered several advantages to educators. Teachers explored
innovative teaching methods, enhanced their digital teaching skills, and witnessed the
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transformative impact of collaborative and narrative-based learning. Additionally, they
experienced personal and professional growth as facilitators of this unique educational journey.

Conclusion

The "Accessville - Online Storyline Project" demonstrated the power of narrative-based learning
and collaboration in a virtual environment. By immersing students in a fictive world where they
explored identity, entrepreneurship, environmental issues, and community building, this project
fostered holistic growth. Students emerged with enhanced language proficiency, critical thinking
abilities, and a range of life skills that will serve them well beyond the classroom. Moreover,
teachers played a vital role in guiding this transformative experience, further enriching their
teaching practices. This project serves as a testament to the potential of innovative, narrative-
driven education in nurturing well-rounded, socially conscious global citizens.

Watch a recording of Nenad'’s webinar here: https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/news-
events/world-teachers-day-2023/world-teachers-day-2023-thursday-5-october
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